
PARALYSIS TICKS

A tick is a small parasite which can attach itself to a host animal to feed.
Many ticks cause minimal problems to our pets although sometimes disease can be really profound.

There are many different types of ticks and the one which causes the most problems in Australian pets is the 
Paralysis (scrub) tick – Ixodex holocyclus.  At a quick glance it can look like many of the other ticks eg bush 
ticks and brown dog ticks. The colour and size of the animal does not identify it.
These ticks are mostly found in what is or was rainforest or scrub areas eg the Main Range, Brisbane, Sunshine 
and Goldcoast etc. Occasionally they find their way into our Warwick environment although this is far less 
likely.  The tick is carried on a host animal, especially the bandicoot, which will have some resistance to the 
tick toxin.  At some stage the tick crawls on to our pet, attaches itself, starts to get bigger and injects toxin 
into its new host.  It can take several days for this to happen.

Signs of Tick Paralysis include:
1. Reluctance to eat or drink
2. Difficulty eating
3. Gagging, drooling or vomiting
4. Breathing problems
5. Change in voice
6. Weakness in the limbs leading to complete paralysis
7. Other localised paralysis 
8. Death

If your pet has any of these signs it requires immediate veterinary assistance. The progression of signs can 
be rapid and devastating.
If you find a tick on your pet and it has no signs remove it quickly and keep it in a sealed container for 
identification. It is necessary to closely observe this animal for up to 72 hours after the tick is removed as 
signs may still develop. Look for more ticks and wash your pet in a tickicide which is safe to use for your 
pet.

Treatment is available and will include hospitalisation, tick antiserum and various other things. 
Unfortunately, some patients may die despite the most intensive treatment so prevention or early treatment 
is ideal.  It is really important not to just wait and see if these animals will get better on their own.

If you live in a tick area it is advisable to use tick washes, top spots or collars on your dog. Many of the 
products used in dogs for this purpose are dangerous for cats so check with us first.
It is also vital to check your pet daily even if you are using a prevention of some sort.

This little beast looks small and harmless but its effects can be catastrophic.  Be aware of ticks when you go 
travelling to other areas.
For more information contact Condamine Veterinary Clinic on 4667 1176.
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PAWS FOR THOUGHT

PUPPY PRESCHOOL
(Last class for 2012)

STARTS:
MON 26/11/12

Call now to book as places 
are limited!

(ages 8 – 16 weeks)

There will be a short break 
before classes start in 2013.

CONDAMINE VETERINARY 
CLINIC

Veterinarian: 
Cathy Marlton

Associate Vets: 
Lucie Manifold
Kiri Rheinburger

Nurses: 
Zoe, Tarni & Skye

Trainee Nurses: 
Sarah, Jess & Pip

Administration: 
Kerry

Although we are not all here at  
the same time, we all have a  

special interest in the care of  
you and your pets!

Opening hours: 

8am – 5pm

Monday - Friday

8:30am – 11:00am Saturday

07 4667 1176

after hours emergencies  
please call the above number

LETTER FROM LUCKY
(the Editor)

Dear Pet owner and 4 legged-mates,
This year has been really busy for me.  I've met lots of new friends and sometimes when they sleep over I get to know them  
better.  Of course some of the visitors aren't well enough to play too much but I like to check them out when I can.  I'm kept 
on the move having to monitor where they have left their calling card and make sure everything is left in order.  Sometimes  
the boys have to mark every tree and paling in the yard and then some of them are too shy to do anything.  When the visitors  
come into MY yard I have to sit on the chain and watch proceedings.  I take careful note of which trees I need to attend to and 
at the first opportunity I get to work.
Our back yard gives our guests plenty of room to smell the 'roses', cross reference 'peemails' and stretch their legs.  It was  
great to catch up with “Hank” the kelpie again, and I met his partner in crime “Buddy” the Jack Russell; then there was  
“Bobby” the Border Collie she was really cool. 
There are so many friends I've made but I can only name a few.  I do remember you all very fondly and hope we get to meet  
up again soon.  I really enjoy the social aspect of this job and have decided to concentrate more on this.  Unfortunately this  
means I have had to let some of my other jobs slide.
I have handed over nearly all of the laundry tasks to the girls and they have stepped up to the task  really well.  They are very  
pleased with this arrangement.
The last Puppy Preschool class for the year will start on 26 November so if you have a little brother or sister send them along  
for some education.
If you have a horse or cow that needs help don't forget Dr Tias is back in town.
Until next time
Paws truly,
Lucky
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